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The Massachusetts Marine Trades Association Honored Longtime Industry 

Leader Larry Russo, Sr.

The MMTA presented longtime industry leader and former owner of Russo Marine, 
Larry Russo Sr. the Frank Farrell Distinguished Service Award. After being acquired by 
MarineMax in 2016, Larry has remained with the company as the Senior Vice Presi-
dent of MarineMax Northeast.

Larry grew up in the recreational boating industry and has had a legendary career 
that has spanned nearly 60 years. Larry is the 4th recipient of the MMTA Frank Far-
rell award, joining Joe O’Neil, former owner of the New England Boat Show, Dick 
Egan of Crosby Yacht Yard and Ed Lofgren of 3A Marine. The award is in honor of 
the late Frank Farrell (1928-2001). Farrell was a co-founder of the New England 
Boat Show in 1957 and was instrumental in the formation of the MMTA in 1964.  
He became the first full-time executive director of the MMTA in 1975, a position 
he held for more than 25 years. Larry Sr.’s father, John Russo, was a founding 
member of the MMTA in 1964.

“To say Larry is deserving of this award would be a clear understatement based on 
the accomplishments and impact he has made in the recreational boating industry 
here in Massachusetts and nationally”, said Randall Lyons, executive director of 
the MMTA. Some of the key leadership roles that Larry has held over the years include the following:

• MMTA Board of Directors 1977 to present. MMTA President 1983-1984 
• MMTA President Boston In-Water Boat Show 1992-2014
• MRAA Board of Directors 1982-1995. MRAA President 1988-1989 
• RBFF - Recreational Boating and Fishing Foundation Board of Directors 2002-2007 
• NMMA Grow Boating Dealer Quality Task Force Chairman 2004-2006
• MRAA Marine Industry Dealership Certification Inc. Chairman 2006 -  
• Sea Tow Safety Foundation Board of Directors 2008-2014
• Grow Boating, Inc. Board of Directors 2012-2020

• NMMA/MRAA BoatPac Board of Directors 2017 –
• Recipient - MRAA - Irv Rosenthal Leadership Award - 1991
• Recipient - NMMA – Hammond Leadership Award - 1997
• Recipient - MMTA – Marine Industry Advocate Award - 2007

Larry Russo Jr. had this to say about the award and presentation… 
“I’m honored and proud to co-present this award to my dad. His life-
long commitment to improving the business of boating has truly made 
our industry better for all involved.”

Warren Kelly, of Baert Marine and co-presenter of the award 
had this to say... 
“Larry has always been committed to 
the advancement of our industry and we 
have all greatly benefited from it. Over 
the years he has selflessly given so very *From left to right – Larry Russo, Jr., 

Larry Russo, Sr., & Alex Russo

https://www.linkedin.com/company/25065426/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Association-of-Marina-Industries/1385586385013432
https://twitter.com/marinaassoc/
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much of his time and continues to do so on both a 
local and national level. It is with great respect that 
I share in recognizing my friend personally and on 
behalf of the Marine Industry.”

The award was presented to Larry Sr. at the MMTA 
2022 Business of Boating (BOB) Conference on 
Thursday, January 20th, at the Lakeview Pavilion in 
Foxboro, MA. Over 200 attendees took part in the 
event in-person and online. 

Applications Available For MTA/NJ 
Scholarships 

Applications are available now for the  Marine 
Trades Association of New Jersey’s (MTA/NJ) 2022 
Education Scholarships  including the Boating In-
dustry Scholarship that is open to any student 
seeking a career in the recreational boating indus-
try in New Jersey. The MTA/NJ Family Scholarship 
is open to members’ children and their employees’ 
children and can be applied to any higher educa-
tion program.

These scholarships are funded through the MTA/
NJ Foundation, a 501(c)(3). One of the goals of the 
MTA/NJ Foundation is to provide financial support 
dedicated to educational scholarships and training 
to help grow the recreational marine trades’ work-
force in New Jersey. The Foundation is funded by 
members through fundraising events and raffles 

held throughout the year. The MTA/NJ Foundation 
is aggressively working to address workforce is-
sues and is exploring all opportunities to expand 
on these current efforts. Read more.

Canadian Boating Statistical 
Abstract Available 

The 2020 Recreational Boat and Marine Engine Ex-
ports & Imports report is now available as a part of 
the 2020 Canadian Boating Statistical Abstract. This 
section examines recreational boat and marine en-
gine exports and imports from and to Canada from 
2011 to 2020. Key insights from the report include:

• Recreational boat imports into Canada to-
taled (CAD) $675 million in 2020, down 20.1% 
compared to 2019, while exports of the same 
increased by 13.6% to $204 million in 2020.

• 
• Marine engine imports were down 23.5% to 

$221 million, while exports of the same were 
down 10.2% to $41 million.

National Marine Manufacturers Association mem-
bers receive unlimited complimentary access to 
the digital versions of the annual Canadian Boat-
ing Statistical Abstract. Bookmark Canadian Statis-
tical Abstract for direct and easy access.

Visit NMMA Business Intelligence or contact intel@
nmma.org for more information.

Conanicut Marina Acquired By TPG 
Hotels, Resorts & Marinas 

TPG Hotels, Resorts & Marinas, a premier hos-
pitality and marina management firms, has ac-
quired Conanicut Marina and the Taylor Point Boat 
Yard, both located in Jamestown, Rhode Island.

Conanicut Marina has over 4,500 linear feet of 
dockage for boats up to 225 feet in length plus 150 
moorings. It is a very popular spot for both sea-
sonal and transient boaters, and the slips operate 
at 100 percent occupancy. Taylor Point Boat Yard 

*From left to right – Greg Egan, Crosby Yacht Yard and 
current MMTA President, Larry Russo, Sr. & Randall 
Lyons, MMTA Executive Director

https://www.mtanj.org/
https://www.mtanj.org/
https://www.mtanj.org/scholarships.html
https://www.mtanj.org/scholarships.html
https://www.marinadockage.com/applications-available-for-mta-nj-scholarships/
https://www.nmma.org/statistics/publications/statistical-abstract-canada
https://www.nmma.org/statistics/publications/statistical-abstract-canada
http://www.nmma.org/statistics/publications/statistical-abstract-canada
http://www.nmma.org/statistics/publications/statistical-abstract-canada
http://www.nmma.org/statistics
mailto:intel@nmma.org
mailto:intel@nmma.org
https://tpgmarinas.com/
https://www.conanicutmarina.com/
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is a 5-acre site that provides high-quality service, 
repair, and winter storage for up to 220 boats, and 
serves as a private parking area for the marina.

“It’s been time to hand the torch off to someone 
else but selling to somebody that would still be a 
component of the community was equally impor-
tant,” said Bill Munger, prior owner and operator 
of the properties for more than 47 years. “It’s taken 
a while to boil that all down. The chemistry had to 
be good, and this company is primarily in the hos-
pitality business. They (TPG) are quality people.”

TPG has been an active acquirer of marinas and 
nautically based hospitality assets over the past 
18 months. Recent acquisitions include Dutch Har-
bor Boat Yard in Jamestown, RI, Champlin’s Marina 
and Resort on Block Island, Danford’s Resort, Ma-
rina and Spa in Port Jefferson, NY, and Mill Wharf 
Marina and Scituate Harbor Marina both located 
in Scituate, MA.

Freedom Boat Club Acquires Rhode 
Island Franchise 

Freedom Boat Club, a Brunswick Corporation 
business, has acquired the Freedom Boat Club of 
Rhode Island franchise operation and territory. 

The acquisition includes all four current Rhode 
Island-based locations, as well as the rights to 
expand and build new club locations throughout 
Rhode Island. This action complements the recent 
Freedom Boat Club acquisitions in the Northeast, 
including the New York City / Long Island and Con-
necticut territories. It furthers the company’s plans 
to accelerate growth in tier one markets and lever-
age a consolidated footprint, creating regional su-
per territories that provide operating efficiencies 
and enhance synergies for Brunswick.  This trans-
action marks the fifth boat club acquisition made 
by Brunswick in 2021.

The Freedom Boat Club brand entered the Rhode 
Island market under the leadership of former own-
er and marine industry veteran, Richard Cromwell. 
Over the past 12 years, Cromwell has built a strong 
community of boaters at its locations, grown mem-
berships steadily year-over-year, and established 

a solid foundation for growth with best-in-class 
operations. As part of the transition, Cromwell will 
remain onboard to assist with the transition, and 
the local staff has been retained to ensure busi-
ness continuity.

Freedom Boat Club’s 2021 acquisitions include the 
Connecticut territory in October, the New York ter-
ritory in April, and the Chicago territory in March in 
addition to Brunswick’s acquisition of Fanautic Club 
and its 23 Spanish locations in July.  With this acquisi-
tion, Freedom Boat Club operates corporate-owned 
clubs in 11 territories spanning Rhode Island; Con-
necticut; Southwest Florida; Southeast Florida; Ra-
leigh; Charleston; Chicago; New York City / Long Is-
land; Milwaukee; the United Kingdom; and Spain.

Oasis Tapped to Manage Northeast 
Marinas 

Oasis Marinas has expanded its operational man-
agement portfolio in  Connecticut  with the addi-
tion of Old Harbor Marina in Clinton, Mystic Point 
Marina  in downtown  Mystic, and Seaboard Ma-
rina, in  Glastonbury. The marinas were acquired 
by Epum Marina Partners which contracted Oasis.

Oasis Marinas operates four marinas in the north-
east region – another one in  Clinton, CT, one 
in Rhode Island, and two in upstate New York. The 
three new  Connecticut  marinas have enhanced 
the management company’s brand as well as rein-
forced Oasis Marinas as one of the fastest-growing 
marina management companies in the country.

Epum Marina Partners, which was founded in 2020, 
is a firm that invests in and develops marinas and 
marina-anchored properties across the country. 
Epum has worked on more than 500 projects and 
has a combined 100 years of experience working 
in real estate. Epum acquired Old Harbor Marina 
and Mystic Point Marina on November 1 and ac-
quired Seaboard Marina in late November.

Oasis’s main goal is to provide exceptional cus-
tomer service and high-quality experience to 
these properties. All three provide an enticing op-
portunity for Oasis Marinas to spread its roots in 
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https://www.oasismarinas.com/
https://lockwoodmarinas.com/marinas/old-harbor-marina/
https://lockwoodmarinas.com/marinas/mystic-point-marina/
https://lockwoodmarinas.com/marinas/mystic-point-marina/
https://www.epummarinapartners.com/
http://www.leisurepropertiesgroup.com
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the northeast, after being primarily focused in the 
Chesapeake Bay region, Florida and Lake Erie.

Simply Marinas Brokers Sale of 
Kenlake Marina 

Simply Marinas recently brokered the confidential 
sale of  Kenlake Marina  in Kentucky. The Simply 
Marinas team worked with both seller and buyer 
having previously been an advisor to the buyer’s 
group helping them to find marinas that fit their 
criteria. The team put the marina under agree-
ment within a week of the listing.

Kenlake Marina is located near Kenlake State Park 
which offers a pool and tennis courts convenient to 
marina guests. The marina itself has over 200 slips 
with approval for an expansion of another 122 to 
150 slips. The concrete floating docks were built in 
2003 and are located in a well-protected basin. The 
property also houses a seasonal restaurant.

The seller received a U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Boating Infrastructure Grant in 2020 to make re-
pairs and upgrades at the marina including a show-
er house and laundry. With the improvements, the 
facility was a full occupancy with a waiting list.
The Simply Marinas team closed out last year with 
more than $160 million in marina and resort trans-
actions, and they have other marina offerings al-
ready scheduled for closing in 2022.

Suntex Acquires Caloosa Cove 

Suntex Marina Investors LLC, located in Texas, has 
bought Caloosa Cove Marina in the Florida Keys. Ca-
loosa Cove is located in Islamorada, just over one 
hour east of Key West and two hours south of Mi-
ami, on a 15-acre site. The marina has 32 wet slips 
that can handle yachts up to 65ft in length and 88 
dry slips that can accommodate vessels up to 34ft 
in length. Approximately 76 of the dry slips are pro-
tected by a hurricane-rated barn.

Additionally, the site has a general and ship’s store, 
roadside and marina gasoline, an ocean-view restau-

Industry News continued on Page 7

Marina Fueling Systems www.petroleummarineconstruction.com

Petroleum Marine Construction, LLC is a 
design/build firm located in Ft Lauderdale, 
Florida that provides design, consulting, 
engineering,construction and compliance  
services that are specific to the 
marine industry.  
As a company, we are dedicated to 
seeking continual improvement in the 
services we provide,and believe firmly in 
creating partnerships with every client 
affirming our commitment to each and 
every project. 

Our goal is provide a safe, efficient, and 
economical system for storing and 
dispensing the required quantity of fuel 
into specific watercraft.

Licensed and Insured;
Workers Compensation              
Longshoreman' s USLH
Pollution Liability
Professional Liability
General Liability        

120 E. Oakland Park Blvd Suite 105 Fort Lauderdale Florida 33334 
Phone (+1) 954.533.1119          Cell (+1) 561.248.0389 
email:  paul@petroleummarine.com

• 	Specializing in High Speed Fueling
•  Site Specific Design
•  Site Specific Flow Calculations

• State of Art Equipment
• State of the Art Construction
•  Over 40 years experience

https://www.simplymarinas.com/
http://www.kenlakemarina.com/
https://suntex.com/locations/marina-caloosa-cove/
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rant, and a resort including 30 apartment-style ac-
commodations with views of the ocean and marina.

“This acquisition offers Suntex with an exceptional 
chance to further extend our holdings in the Florida 
Keys and our presence in the South Florida mar-
ket,” says David Filler, Suntex Marinas’ head of in-
vestments. “The marina is a first-class facility with 
a complete complement of amenities that fits our 
collection of other iconic, first-class properties.”

The transaction comes on the heels of the com-
pany’s purchase of Faro Blanco Marina in Mara-
thon, another Florida Keys community. Suntex has 
been aggressive in its acquisitions since then, most 
notably acquiring Seahaven Marina in Dania Beach
Suntex Buys Lynn Creek Marina

Suntex Marina Investors, LLC  (Suntex), has ac-
quired Lynn Creek Marina located on Joe Pool Lake in 
Grande Prairie between Dallas and Fort Worth, Texas.

Joe Pool Lake is a 7,500-acre flood control lake 
built and operated by the Army Corp of Engineers. 
The lake was filled in 1989 and is always kept 100% 

full. Lynn Creek Marina was built and began op-
erations in July 1990, with 258 wet slips, 40 dry 
storage slips, a ships store, and a service center. 
The marina has been expanded twice since then 
bringing the total number of wet slips, capable of 
accommodating vessels up to 50-feet, to 528. The 
property also features 116 dry storage stacks for 
boats up to 28-feet and a 450-seat restaurant that 
was added in 1992.

The marina has a complete ships’ store, a rental 
boat fleet, a gasoline dock, boat ramp, and boat 
service center. The Oasis restaurant will be re-
named the Blue Sunshine Patio Bar and Grill. Op-
erating out of the marina, the Big Kahuna excur-
sion boat will be renamed The Wave. The Wave 
has a 97-passenger capacity and is equipped with 
slides, coolers, lounge chairs, a Bluetooth stereo 
system, and BBQ grill that the captain and deck-
hands operate. There is a golf driving range locat-
ed adjacent to the marina that will be renamed the 
Lynn Creek Driving Range.

The Suntex portfolio includes marinas located in 
California, Florida, Georgia, Iowa, Kentucky, Mary-
land, New Jersey, Oklahoma, Texas, Tennessee, 
and Virginia.

Industry News continued from Page 6

TrionicCorp.com   •   sales@trioniccorp.com   •   262-268-9240  •   222 E. Main St., Port Washington, WI 53074

DOCK BOXES
DOCK BOARDING STEPS

MARINA TRASH/ RECYCLE BINS
WATER & HOLDING TANKS

SHOWER SUMP TANKS 
HOLDING TANK FILTERS

BUOYS

BUILT FOR 
MARINA LIFE

https://suntex.com/
https://lynncreekmarina.com/
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AMI Unveils Clean Marina Training 
Program

At the 2022 AMI Conference and Expo held in Day-
ton Beach from February 1 – 3, the Association of 
Marina Industries unveiled a new training program 
to raise the bar in clean marina professionalism. 
The new program will focus on training marina 
managers to be lifelong stewards of the environ-
ment and understand the best management prac-
tices available to them to enhance their marina 
space. It will be a part of the long-standing Train-
ing Institute operated by the Association. 

Those trained through the AMI program will re-
ceive a professional designation, CRMP – Certified 

and Resilient Marina Professional, and can utilize 
a clean marina verification process set up by the 
Association. In this process, CRMPs will certify the 
marina or marinas they manage as clean marinas, 
and using online tools, AMI will verify that this cer-
tification is accurate. 

AMI’s Clean and Resilient Marina Verification pro-
cess aims to help fill gaps where clean marina cer-
tifications are not available, helping to raise the 
industry standard across regions. 

AMI will hold its first Clean Marina training on 
March 6-8, 2022, in Charleston, SC. If you are in-
terested in more information, please contact Eric 
Kretsch at EKretsch@MarinaAsoociation.org.

mailto:EKretsch@MarinaAsoociation.org
https://www.lakenan.com/
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Around The WorldAround The World
Spanish Market Hits 2008 Heights 

as Registrations Boom in 2021
 
The Spanish recreational boat market hit heights 
in 2021 not seen since the peak of the market be-
fore the financial crisis in 2008, with boat registra-
tions up by 33% on 2020, and more significantly, 
up by a significant 17% compared to 2019, the last 
year not impacted by Covid.

In total 7,178 pleasure boats were registered in 
2021. The charter market also fared well, with reg-
istrations of boats for charter use up 25% on 2019, 
and 70% up on last year, according to data collect-
ed in the ’Annual Report of the recreational craft 
market 2021’, edited by Spanish industry associa-
tion ANEN from the data provided by the General 
Directorate of the Merchant Marine.

With respect to 2019, smaller boats, up to 8m in 
length, continue to be the most in demand (86% 
of the nautical market) and saw a 15% growth in 
registrations. The segment from 8m-12m (9.7% of 
the nautical market) grew by 40%. Lengths from 
12m-16m (3.1% of the nautical market) saw 19.3% 
more units registered. 72 units were registered in 
the 16m-plus segment, a rise of 14.3% compared 
to the 2019 data.

Comparing with 2019 , motorboats remain the 
most in demand (44.8% of the market, 2% more 
than in 2019) and grew by 22.6% in registrations. 
They are followed by PWCs (24.7% of the market) 
that saw a 9.6% growth in registrations.

Semi-rigid inflatable boats (12.5% of market) were 
also in big demand with registrations up by 10%. 

Sailboats, though still the smallest boat segment 
in terms of usage in Spain, also saw a significant 
rise in demand with registrations in 2021 up by 
43.6% compared to 2019.

Construction of New Polish Marina 
to Begin this Autumn

The construction of a new marina in Gdynia on 
Poland’s Baltic coast is to begin this autumn, with 
plans to open the facility in autumn 2025, accord-
ing to senior representatives of local developer 
New Marina Gdynia.

Some 5,000m² will be allocated to the marina it-
self, and the remaining 22,000m² will be used to 
construct a hotel, office buildings, shops, restau-
rants, and fitness centre, reports local website Tro-
jmiasto.pl. The investment is a joint effort by local 
developer Ghelamco and the Polish Sailing Asso-
ciation (PZZ).

Based on the released designs, the marina could 
host around 300 berths.

The past years have brought a surge in marine 
construction activities in Gdynia, as a marina capa-
ble of accommodating some 120 craft opened in 
2019. The Marina Yacht Park was built by local de-
veloper PHN S.A. In addition to the marina, the in-
vestment included the construction of residential 
buildings fitted with a total surface area of around 
12,000m².

Located in the Pomerania region, Gdynia has some 
245,000 inhabitants, according to the country’s 
state-run Statistics Poland agency.
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Become a Certified Marina Manager (CMM) 
or Certified Marina Operator (CMO)

CMM/CMO
Certified Marina Managers (CMM) and Certified Marina Operators (CMO) are marina professionals who have 
completed an extensive training and certification process through the globally recognized International Marina 
Institute (IMI) and embrace the continuance of education and training for themselves and those who work within 
the marina industry.

How do I become a CMM or CMO?
Step 1

Attend the Intermediate Marina Management Course (IMM). This course focuses on marina operations, 
policies, and procedures. Marina-man-agement pros offer their expert thinking about business issues and 
challenges throughout the industry.   

Topics include marina-law risk and liabilities, fire and emergency-response planning, environmental 
management, health and safety compliance, and personal self improvement skills

*Must have one year of marina management experience to attend.

Step 2

Attend the Advance Marina Management Course (AMM). Through small groups, interactive workshops, 
and specific case studies, the AMM course examines such topics as profit-center management, regulations and 
permit-ting, operations, marina law, human resource management, risk management and loss control, 
improving the quality and value of services, policy and procedure manuals, business strategy and financial 
management, marketing, promotion, and pricing.

The AMM offers its graduates a national and international business perspec-tive on management issues, and a 
long-term network of international con-tacts to rely on in the future.  

*Must have three years of marina management experience and attended IMM Course.

Step 3

Upon completion of the IMM and AMM courses you then apply for the certification that you qualify for, CMM 
or CMO.
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Minnesota DNR Seeking 
Applications for Aquatic Invasive 

Species Advisory Committee

The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR) is seeking applications from Minnesota resi-
dents to serve on the statewide Aquatic Invasive 
Species Advisory Committee. There are currently 
three appointments available for new members to 
serve a three-year term. Applications must be sub-
mitted online by Wednesday December 15, 2021.
 
The Aquatic Invasive Species Advisory Committee 
is a 15 member committee established in 2013 by 
the DNR to help guide the agency’s AIS preven-
tion and management activities. The committee 
focuses on program direction, emerging research 
needs, communications, and a shared understand-
ing among committee members of AIS issues and 
their impacts. The DNR desires for a diverse and 
well-rounded committee, reflecting a wide variety 
of stakeholders.
 
The committee holds eight meetings throughout the 
year via WebEx. When in-person meetings resume, 
meetings will be held in central Minnesota with an 

online or phone option. Additional information 
about committee and application can be found here.
 
For more information, please contact NMMA Great 
Lakes policy and engagement manager, Jill Sims at 
jsims@nmma.org.

Join the Recreational Boating 
Community in Supporting the 

Bipartisan Outdoor Recreation Act

The Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources convened earlier this month to consider a 
host of outdoor recreation bills, referred to as the 
Outdoor Recreation Package – legacy legislation for 
the great outdoors and our nation’s waters. Among 
legislation under considering is the bipartisan Out-
door Recreation Act introduced by Senators Joe Man-
chin (D-WV) and Chairman of the Senate Energy and 
Natural Resources Committee, and John Barrasso (R-
WY), Ranking Member of the Committee.
 
Passage of the Outdoor Recreation Act is a key prior-
ity for the recreational boating and fishing community 
as it ensures recreation management is a top priority 

News from Washington continued on Page 12

Take Your Marina to the 
Next Level

The Marina Policy Guidelines Manual offers marina 
owners and managers a guide to implementing policies 
that will professionalize the management of your marina. 

Written by Carl Wolf CMM, CMI of Robson Forensic, 
the Manual provides policies covering administration, 
marina operations, marketing, financial controls, 
and maintenance, as well as safety, security and 
environmental issues. Purchase now.

https://survey.mn.gov/s.asp?k=163372166823
https://survey.mn.gov/s.asp?k=163372166823
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/aisadvisory/index.html
mailto:jsims@nmma.org
https://marinaassociation.org/store_product.asp?prodid=26
https://marinaassociation.org/store_product.asp?prodid=26
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News from Washington continued from Page 11

of the federal government and will go a long way in 
combating aquatic invasive species and bolster out-
door recreation opportunities for all communities.

Industry members are invited to  take action  on 
the industry’s grassroots platform, Boating United, 
and urge their members of Congress to support 
the Outdoor Recreation Act.
 
Visit Boating United to write to your members of 
Congress, and ask them to stand by the recreation-
al boating industry by passing the Outdoor Recre-
ation Act to ensure that all Americans continue to 
have access to high quality, sustainable outdoor 
recreation opportunities and that outdoor recre-
ation businesses are able to efficiently and effec-
tively connect their consumers to America’s public 
lands and waters.
 
For questions or additional information, please 
contact Callie Hoyt, NMMA director of federal gov-
ernment relations, at choyt@nmma.org

Virginia Governor Ralph Northam 
Announces $245 Million in Funding 

for State’s Office of Outdoor 
Recreation

Virginia Governor Ralph Northam  proposed last 
week  a two-year budget that will include nearly 
$245 million for outdoor recreation and Virginia’s 
world-renowned natural lands – a welcome an-
nouncement for the broader outdoor recreation 
industry, including NMMA and Outdoor Recre-
ation Roundtable (ORR), of which the NMMA is a 
founding member. The new funding will help sig-
nificantly expand Virginia’s network of regional 
trails, Virginia State Parks, and the Office of Out-
door Recreation.
 
“Virginia is home to a robust outdoor recreation 
economy, with 41 state parks and more than 450 
miles of recreational paths,” said Governor Ralph 
Northam. “Our natural assets draw tens of thou-
sands of visitors each year, opening up countless 
opportunities for economic development across 
Virginia. This increased funding will make signifi-
cant progress towards both preserving the beauty 

of Virginia’s landscape and ensuring that this criti-
cal industry continues to thrive for years to come."
 
Outdoor recreation employs more than 197,000 
people and contributes an estimated $22 billion to 
the Virginia economy. The industry also generates 
$1.2 billion in state and local tax revenues. Visitation 
to Virginia State Parks increased 13 percent in 2020, 
with nearly 8 million visits. Some of the Common-
wealth’s natural area preserves doubled the number 
of visitors compared to pre-pandemic numbers, and 
these increases have continued in 2021.
 
“More Americans than ever before have flocked 
to the great outdoors and our nation’s waters in 
search of rest and relaxation, making Governor 
Northam’s announcement welcome news for the 
broader outdoor recreation industry”  said Frank 
Hugelmeyer, president of the National Marine 
Manufacturers Association (NMMA) and Chair of 
the Outdoor Recreation Roundtable (ORR). “On 
behalf of the recreational boating and fishing in-
dustry, the number one contributor to the $689 
billion outdoor recreation economy, we applaud 
this investment which will go far in ensuring Vir-
ginia’s lands and waters are readily accessible for 
all communities, while improving upon the state’s 
already robust outdoor recreation sector.”
 
“Governor Northam’s announcement of $245 mil-
lion in funding for outdoor recreation is welcome 
news for the outdoor industry sector, the state 
of Virginia and all Virginians,”  said Jessica (Wahl) 
Turner, president of Outdoor Recreation Roundta-
ble. “The outdoor recreation economy pays huge 
dividends to Virginia’s economy, to the tune of $8 
billion each year. With this additional investment 
in programs for trails, state parks and the state’s 
Office of Outdoor Recreation – headed by Deputy 
Secretary of Commerce and Trade for Rural Eco-
nomic Development Cassidy Rasnick – Virginia will 
be able to promote outdoor recreation, develop 
partnerships, and create and improve recreation 
infrastructure. ORR thanks Governor Northam for 
his commitment to outdoor recreation and our 
growing industry. We look forward to continuing 
to work with the state on moving forward.”
 
For additional information or questions, please 
contact David Dickerson, vice president, state gov-
ernment relations at ddickerson@nmma.org.

https://www.boatingunited.org/take-action/support-outdoor-recreation-act/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=Currents&utm_campaign=Outdoor-Recreation-Act-petition
https://www.boatingunited.org/take-action/support-outdoor-recreation-act/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=Currents&utm_campaign=Outdoor-Recreation-Act-petition
mailto:choyt@nmma.org
https://www.governor.virginia.gov/newsroom/all-releases/2021/december/headline-916154-en.html
https://www.governor.virginia.gov/newsroom/all-releases/2021/december/headline-916154-en.html
mailto:ddickerson@nmma.org
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https://www.flipsnack.com/599AD86D75E/resource-guide-2021.html
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AMI Contact InformationAMI Contact Information

Kayce Cashill-Florio
AMI Conference and Expo Coordinator

(401) 682-7334
imbc@marinaassociation.org

Eric Kretsch
Legislative and Outreach Coordinator

(202) 350-9623
ekretsch@marinaassociation.org

Merritt Alves
International Marina Institute (IMI)

Education & Training Programs
(401) 247-0314

imitraining@marinaassociation.org

Merritt Alves
AMI Membership Coordinator

Phone: (866) 367-6622
Fax: (401) 247-0074

malves@marinaassociation.org

AMI
50 Water Street

Warren, RI 02885
www.marinaassociation.org

Toll free: (866) 367-6622

http://www.marinaassociation.org
mailto:imbc%40marinaassociation.org?subject=
mailto:ekretsch%40marinaassociation.org?subject=
mailto:imitraining%40marinaassociation.org?subject=
mailto:Malves%40marinaassociation.org?subject=
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